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was to come after. I did not know that there was to be repudiation
of the emphatic promise that was made in connection with the repeal
of the Act. I know now that the compromise is not to be respected
by the Government.

General Smuts says that he never made any promise of repeal, but
there are documents, which the world will see, which will show, at
least, that there was a talk and a conversation with Deference to the
repeal of the Act. There are witnesses also in connection with it, but
as the Chairman has rightly said, that is left for the lawyers to decide.1
The Indian community only knows that the repeal of the Act was the
object, and that was the object which was to be gained by under-
going voluntary registration, but today the Indian community finds
that voluntary registration has not sufficed [for] the purpose. It finds
also that it has become necessary to hold this Mass Meeting again,
and it has become necessary again, perchance, if it is the will of God, to
undergo the same measure of suffering, only far more bitterly.

If, therefore, you find there is electricity in the air, I do plead guilty.
I am responsible for it, responsible because I had too great faith in the
statesmanship of General Smuts, in his honesty, and in his integrity.
If my countrymen today believe that I have sold them, they have good
reason to believe so, although [there is] no justification for it, in my
own estimation. They can only judge me by the results obtained. They
cannot judge, the world is not today so constituted that it will judge,
men by the motives they ascribe to themselves, but by the result of their
actions; and they judge me by the result of my action, the result of
having foisted the compromise on the whole of the Indian community,
and I include also the Chinese community, because although there
were two other gentlemen who signed the letter that was addressed to
General Smuts, they did so fully believing in my own good faith, fully
believing that what I was doing was what they were all working for,
namely, the repeal of the Act not only in word but in deed, not, indeed,
to secure a revised edition of the Act, but to obliterate the Act and all
its consequences, if the Indian community and the Chinese community
voluntarily proved that they were capable of being trusted without any
legal restraint. If they proved that the large majority of the Asiatics
had entered the Transvaal with perfect right, and if they proved that
the documents that they held were correct documents and were properly

1 The Chairman again: uWe went to prison to buy liberty of conscience and
freedom from molestation and restraint, and we did not come out of the prison
gates in urder to submit to a law, or a revised edition of it, which was calculated to
take away those priceless possessions, We want no bandying of legal phrases and
subtleties of lawyers. We, as common-sense men, want our honour to be respected,
and it is for that that this great meeting has come to plead."